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Sherman, Richard. The Bright Promise. 
Aug. 25, 1947. 373p. $2.75. 


Ellery had chosen bad day yield Amy Hardin’s 
insistence that they married. was March 1933. 
They found the banks closed, their frugal wedding trip 
of, and apparently the wedding well. When they 
the radio the Greenwich Village apartment 
Amy shared with her friend Natalie, the voice the 
President cast spell over them. was saying: 
the only thing have fear fear itself.” 
Amy unfolds her story (she the narrator the novel) 
see that that speech proved turning point their 
lives, and that the bright promise which the speaker held 
was prove their inspiration later on. any rate 


Little, 


they got married, moved Tudor City, and Lyle got 


job last with Mr. Kendrick, Amy’s boss, chiefly because 
was Amy’s husband. Mr. Kendrick incidentally was 
admirer the Voice. was self-made publisher 
looked back fondly 
and tried forget 1929. 


Then Lyle got his big idea and broke Amy—a picture 
magazine, dramatizing the news with the camera rather 
than with the typewriter. Amy was puzzled first, then 
thrilled. But Mr. Kendrick, whom they offered the 
idea, was not thrilled. the other hand, 
when Royal Archer III and especially his wife Laura 
heard it, they snapped and put their millions 
it. Lyle and Amy moved from Tudor City 
Sutton Place. 


When Lyle suddenly lost his job with Panorama, the 
successful picture magazine had originated, 
Amy was with child, and did not help her any learn 


the real cause Lyle’s misfortune from Roy Archer: Lyle 
had been conducting liaison with his wife Laura while 
Amy had been visit her folks Ammon, 
The result was crisis for Amy, the WPA Writers’ Project 
for Lyle, and removal from Sutton Place Jackson 
Heights for them both. Callie, their colored maid, stood 
them and helped take care little Johnnie. Finally 
things reached point Dreiserian hopelessness and 
Lyle moved his family, and Callie, lowa where took 
charity job assistant editor the Ammon Argus, 
edited Mr. Hardin, Amy’s father. was tough pill 
for Lyle swallow but managed it—so successfully 
that Mr. Hardin’s retirement took over the paper 
and made real it, despite many difficulties. Un- 
consciously, however, had allowed himself grow 
small with the small town; forgot his earlier idealism 
and ambition; Amy became worried about him. 


was Natalie who woke him up—Natalie the quick 
wit and scathing tongue who had married Ben Lieber- 
mann, the liberal economist who taught N.Y.U. and 
then Columbia. the close their visit Ammon, 
Natalie, despairing hints which made dent the 
armor Lyle’s complacency, finally blew and told 
him his face that she had expected find the young 
fellow bright promise that she used know, but had 
found instead stuffed shirt. worked. Lyle came 
himself, finally wangled attractive offer from New 
York—and then turned down. Why? Well, there was 
war Europe, and who had always been politically 
indifferent now found himself man with mission. 


The mission was spread the gospel intervention 
throughout isolationist middle west. carried out 
this mission with the Ammon Argus such thorough 
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Sherman Laverty Flemming 


fashion that was awarded national editorial citation 
and received, boot, offer from his old enemy Roy 
Archer return Panorama (2,000,000 circulation) 
its editor-in-chief (Laura had left Roy and was Bay- 
reuth listening with Herman 
Goring). 

After our entry into the war Lyle joined and went 
overseas and did not learn from Amy until returned 
leave that their son Johnny had been stricken with 
infantile Amy had taken Johnny Warm 
Springs, Georgia, sudden impulse, thinking Presi- 
dent Roosevelt’s experience with the same malady. After 
Lyle leaves again for Europe Johnny, now devoted ad- 
mirer the President, undergoes gradual and practically 
complete recovery. The story ends with the three 
them, Lyle, Amy and Johnny, reunited Washington, 
witnessing with solemn reverence the funeral cortege 
the martyred President. 


Mr. Sherman has done really professional job this 
novel. pleasure record that can write prose, 
even though that longer news. writes here the 
skillfully sentimental manner required for his purpose, 
which evoke nostalgic image the era 1933-1945. 
The story frankly eulogistic the late President Roose- 
velt and should avoided Republicans with high 
blood pressure. Even New Dealer might wish that the 
author had not laid thick utilize F.D.R.’s 
funeral for the climax his book. The cocktail party 


(p. 153ff) little masterpiece; the char- 


acters, including the minor ones like Lyle’s mother, are 
well conceived; and Natalie’s mordant commentaries are 
pure joy. Her husband Ben the typical liberal: in- 
dignant Franco and indifferent fornication—save the 
world and ruin the family. can’t along with the 
profanity nor with the casual attitude toward pre-marital 
sexual relationships, but should noted that the 
author handles his love scenes with effective restraint. 
All all, the mature reader search genuine enter- 
tainment should not overlook The Bright Promise. 


Phillips Temple, 
Georgetown University Library, 
Washington 


Laverty, Maura. Liffey Lane. 
Aug. 27, 1947. $2.50. 


Perhaps the best foil for beauty character made 
poverty, wretchedness, overwhelming hardship—the ter- 
rible ills that beset many millions who sit outer dark- 
ness, out beyond the pale gleam the lamp bourgeois 
comfort. Miss Laverty has used all her indubitable skill 
evoke radiantly beautiful personality from the abject 
poverty Dublin slum. 


not that Chrissie Doyle—the thin, undernourished 
girl outgrown clothes who wears her hair long over the 
flea bites her neck—it not that Chrissie Doyle has 
human aid she grows nobility. Her mother 
slatternly but wise and loving; Sister Martha intelligent 
and kind; the people around Liffey Lane are, for the 
greater part, understanding and warm hearted. The in- 
teresting feature this book the gradual unfolding 
Chrissie’s character and its growing brightness shines 
out conjunction with other grand human personalities 
against background unrelieved squalor. 


Longmans, Green. 


WES 


The novel represents only few hours Chrissie’s 
but those familiar with Maura Laverty’s technique 
few critical hours child’s life, couple 
hours reflection and anecdote, will suffice 
Chrissie broods the park, she 
livers her papers the comparatively wealthy people 
live the mews across the lane, much her life 
brought light and the lives and characters 
neighbors are revealed. Through detail after detail 
misery the slum and the goodness its inhabitants groy 
Some the incidents shriek 
others are achingly miserable, some are poignantly 
ful. For contrast, there always the comfortable life 
the people over the mews. The anecdotes are 
alarmingly; one set aside for the sake 
which suggests, and the second apt hint third 


many lives. 


more graphic. 


but the skillful weaver always manages pick 
proper thread and complete the pattern. Miss Laverty 
now old hand this sort thing and actually the: 
less involution here than there was Never 
More. The involved method gives more 
richness than any other style would afford. 


The work artistically objective. The pitiful poverty 
the inhabitants Liffey Lane simply presented. 
your heart must ache for these poor souls, often 
washed bodies, surrounded vermin 
penurious worry lest even the decency private burid 
denied their poor clay after death. Chrissie’s delicacy 
often revolted the one poor little room which serve 
herself, her older brother, and her mother hom 
Yet Chrissie there rebellion. The only 


against all comes from kind but bitterly angry 


man. 
made him irreligious, for there clear truth and 
his outcry against the wealthy landlord who deprive 
the poor their wages and sends his fat, 
sons the seminary. 


The book has, unfortunately, its share sexual sordid 
ness. suppose Miss Laverty could plead necessity 
relating the furtive awakening the things sex 
frequently the lot slum children, especially the: 
parents are prudish. And Chrissie’s delicate goodness 
always evident. Rather full narration, however, 
sordid details the sex lives two the 


has justification. 
William Hill, 
University 


Fleming, Berry. The Lightwood 


Aug. 13, 1947. 378p. $3.00. 
Read this story slowly. 


The admonition, though spell bad news for The Ligh 
wood Tree far the lending libraries and the 
lists are concerned, speaks promise satisfying 
with good reading. Out these pages there step 
undramatic, “ordinary” man, George Cliatt, 
teacher high-school history and part-time meter 
who startled into struggle against the corrupt 
politics the little town Fredericksville, Georgia. 


this, the same locale where old Colonel 
staged his famous futile raid—and where, 
Mr. Fleming flayed the swashbuckling autonomy 
democratico-fascist city administration—George Cliatt 
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into awareness the contradiction between 
dirty politics and the American way life. Like the 
Colonel, George fails: “Cutting off your hand doesn’t 
relieve anybody else’s suffering”, argues his late found 
love, “It’s just immature think so”. Yet the failure 
anything but dismal. Rather does portray glorious 
paradox that concludes not the whimpering tones 
note but trumpet blast that echoes again and 
the reaffirmation the fundamental faith and the 
integrity that has made what are. For George 
Cliatt every honest, thinking American just America 
sum total all her Fredricksvilles. 


The pitfalls such dangerous theme are legion and all 
too obvious but the tale spins itself out quietly, without 
the waving flags, the rolling drums flaunting chau- 
The very understatement the story, 
the under-playing all drama (except perhaps the 
unique instance when George despairing his efforts 
combat the political Moloch, tries rouse prayer meet- 
ing revolt against the monster which citizens’ rights 
are sacrificed), the restraint every page makes the 
narrative ring only the more poignantly true. 


The background for the action woven out historical 
parallels culled from profound knowledge Fredricks- 
ville history. This does more than the camera-eye device 
Dos Passos and more than any the kaleidoscopic 
condensations era that fall easily from the pen. 
With consummate skill, Berry Fleming silhouettes the 
present Fredericksville George Cliatt and Doc Buden 
the light Fredericksville the past, the Fred- 
Major Bruce, Sir Patrick Houston and Colonel 
Clarke, past which the present has already been pre- 
fgured. The result produces historical sense the 
concomitance past and present vividly telescoped to- 
gether clear-cut wholeness and unity. 


For the reader fast-moving solely sensational fiction, 
The Lightwood Tree will hold small appeal, but should 
you desire together with your entertainment and pleasure 
some substantial food for thought, penetrating view into 
the American scene yesterday and today, inward 
garnered from the vision greater good arising 
out the ashes the destruction left the forces 
exquisitely human and sanely told love story, 
then this book for you. For the book like the tree 
fom which gets its name, strong, deep-rooted, bright- 
burning, gathering great sustenance from the most barren 
This, too, our own this year our Lord, 


University Scranton 


Schulberg, Budd. The Harder They Fall. 
House. Aug. 1,1947. 343p. $3.00. 


The author’s first novel, published 1941, dealt with the 
motion picture industry while this second deals with evils 
boxing and, certain extent, modern sports pro- 
motion. The story told the person Eddie Lewis, 
public relations man for Nick Latka, promoter, gangster, 
and modern criminal, who runs stable 
two years Princeton and tentative 
talent for writing Eddie became infected with the virus 
desire for quick and easy money. The prostitution his 
for Latka provided the money which enabled him 


Random 


Schulberg Dever 


satisfy his material desires. knew what Latka was, 
knew the methods operation, knew the sin and 
brutality and vicious criminality practiced but was 
easy life, life which could superior without 
effort. looked upon cynically first but, although 
kept unfinished play excuse and anchor 
windward, yet resisted every attempt separate 
him from his job. 


Then Latka bought the contract ignorant Argentine 
peasant and the big fix, with money the final goal, was 
on. Eddie was given the job building this gigantic, 
musclebound amiable, ponderous hulk into contender 
for the heavyweight championship. did with 
suborned publicity, with fixed fights, with lies and with 
criminal conspiracy until had the credulous public 
thoroughly duped and ready for the financial kill. one 
his last fights Toro innocently killed his opponent, 
murder which could have been prevented Eddie 
Nick any one several others. Stricken remorse 
the honest and sincere Toro wishes quit and return 
home but doped alcoholic and sexual orgy 
until the time for his final fight. that fight brutally 
beaten vicious opponent who cuts him ribbons. 
Then the hospital brutally abandoned Latka 
and Eddie after has been carefully fleeced the money 
for which fought. this point that Eddie realizes 
the full depravity his actions and the state which 
has fallen but concludes that can nothing 
about it. 


There are one two minor points value this book 
but they are overshadowed the objectionable features 
that the book, whole, not recommendable. The 
deplorable condition modern boxing and its promotion 
adequately represented but there inside dope here, 
only what has been recorded thousand newspapers. 
the characters only Toro (supposed replica 
Primo Carnera) genuine, the others are stock Holly- 
wood versions. the book 
vaunted realism nothing but overdose profanity, 
vulgarity and obscenity couched the argot the fight 
world. Eddie sees the evil his conduct but not even 
the appeal the girl loves and with whom has 
been having illicit sexual relations can swerve him from 
his conduct. What the book has say general could 
condensed into three four restrained declarative 
sentences; particular Grand Jury investigation 
specific names and crimes would more appropriate. 
The book not suitable for any class reader. 


CATHOLIC LITERARY FOUNDATION— 
SEPTEMBER SELECTION 


Dever, Joseph. Lasting Home. 
$3.00. 


The loving-care lavished elder brother younger 
one the theme this first novel. The background 
the Irish area Somerset, Massachusetts, across the 
Charles from Boston, and Boston College, herein labeled 
Ignatian College. 


Creedin boy had visions becoming lawyer. 
His mother’s early demise, his father’s recourse the 
solace drink, and the poverty the household forced 
him drudging tasks keep the household operating. 
discerned his younger brother Gerry the ability 
along dramatic and similar lines that would guarantee 


Bruce. Sept. 


= 


him success. Therefore, determined Gerry would get 
the best education. After several escapes from shoals, e.g., 
Gerry’s premature enlistment the Navy and his engage- 
ment after brief summer romance, Gerry pulls through 
and Ed, who has made every sacrifice, ends happy 
Jesuit lay-brother Ignatian College. For action and 
color the techniques labor union activities, with 
acting Business Agent, are introduced. This also pro- 
vides plausible tie with Ignatian College for Father 
Boley able get the dual role labor advisor Ed’s 
union and Gerry’s literary mentor Ignatian. 


Lasting Home average first novel, showing some 
promise characterization. The dialogue could im- 
proved considerably merely eliminating “he “he 
remonstrated”, “he sighed”, “his father answered”, etc. 
(cf. for example, 82-3). Suitable for all classes 
readers. 


Walker, Mannix. The Lonely Carrot. Dodd, Mead. 
July 21, 1947. 250p. $2.50. 


After having one his characters, early the story, 
insist that one cares read pleasantly insignificant 
book Mr. Walker proceeds refute the proposition 
writing just that sort. His slightly unbelievable Eastern 
Shore family, modern babes the woods, living gra- 
ciously muddled life, relic Maryland traditions, 
their comfortable ancestral estate, faced with crisis 
which almost disturbs the even tenor their ways when 
Uncle Roderick, scatter-brained nominal head the 
family, succeeds losing the family funds unwise in- 
vestments. family council, called discuss ways and 
means, elicits little more than astonishment and fumbling 
perturbation from this group child-adults. Several 
half-hearted and impractical suggestions are ventured but 
none arouse any enthusiasm until Uncle Roddy, who 
never favor clarity when cliche will serve, proposes 
the possibility taking paying guests for the summer. 
the Sunpaper brings these guests slightly 
bewildered family whose ideas hospitality are the 
Southern side and whose ideas rates are the nebulous 
side. 

The guests order are: Mr. Botticelli and his two co- 
horts, Mr. Fritz and Mr. Montague—strangely gentle and 
mannered gangsters the lam; pair foreign corre- 
spondents, male and female, Carla Hastings alias Jenny 
Lind Peck and Raymond Prentice; the amiable and retiring 
Lorenzo Atwill; Anabel Denham who seeks actively the 
hand Justin Carroll; Tatiana Lvovna Johnson, effu- 
sive Russian quest some land love, and her busi- 
nessman husband. this conglomeration add the family 
consisting bumblingly incompetent and effusive Uncle 
Roddy, horsy Aunt Nettie, crazy Aunt Hatty, the self- 
appointed witch Wellover, and the young members, 
Julia, Justin and Oliver, together with one two neigh- 
borhood characters and you have queerly assorted group 
whose antics are the basis the story. Tatiana bullies 
guests and family into carrot cultivating project, Justin 
begins write book secret Prentice’s stolen type- 
writer, stolen triptych recovered, the gangsters set 
gentleman-farmers and host other incidents are 
interwoven with maze embarrassing situations, all 
which are solved happily summer passes Wellover. 
the end the family fortunes are temporarily recouped 
and all well save for the poor reader who has long since 
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Best SELLER 


begun wonder why ever kept reading the 
the first place. Slightly satirical, studiedly 
gently screwball The Lonely Carrot strictly for 
entertainment reading but only after all other 
entertainment have been exhausted. Inclusion 
slightly objectionable but very brief nude bathing 
and one two other incidents makes the book more 
able for adults than for adolescents. 


* 


Maugham, Somerset. Creatures 
Doubleday. July 24, 1947. 314p. $2.75. 


this present volume short stories Somerset Maughan 
continues the narrator-moralist who has set shop 
particularly tawdry lane. Despite the facade 
urbanity Maugham is, after all, medievalist, with 
plainly visible, intermittantly belching Hell-mouth th: 
north corner his stage. least two the 
however, the moralist succumbs the antinomian; 
performance then becomes cheap peep-show 
ing vulgarity and charm. The other stories will chal 
lenge and engage the sympathies the adult and matur 
mind for their fine sense the human will 
the cauldron melodramatic action. 


means mere realist materialist, Maugham 
able, through his technique always using the 
the story, present evaluating comment and hold 
the sordid scéne faire arm’s length. Hence, there 
dwelling unpleasant episode; the attention 
whisked away another part the plot the 
present narrator. Inasmuch every story here has for 
source dark aspect human passion—revenge, 
lust—this achieving perspective important for the 
final tone. 


These stories are peopled, for the most part, 
the polite and the exotic worlds: Paris, the Riviera 
Seville, Burma. these are places where custom 
code and fierce betrayal are both (in fiction least) 
expected. Much the action has happened th: 
past; the narrator meets again, commonplace 
people whom passion has once smoldered. With 
markable economy, the realistic touches are there—th: 
very much lower middle class couple, the wife alway 
speaking grandly the bluff husband 
claiming “Me for Bedford”, exquisite example. 
one these stories, though, memorable after the 
closed. But while open one the skilled hand 
master prose the language. 

Riley Hughes, 

Georgetown University 


Washington, 


Sartre, Jean-Paul. The Age Reason. Knopf. Jul 
14, 1947. 397p. $3.00. 

Sartre, Jean-Paul. Existentialism. The 
Library. Aug. 92p. $2.75. 
Existentialism philosophy which declares every 
dividual unique, ineffable, absolutely powerless 
grasp general principles with his mind and apply them 
with his will toward meaningful and controlling 
pattern. Wholly unguided real knowledge which mus 
always stated universal form, such existence cat 
have only one mark—absolute freedom. 
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Such freedom the theme these two books. The Age 
favorite monotones Sartre, chiefly through the char- 
acter, Mathieu, whose problem raising money finance 
his mistress’ abortion their child. marry the mistress 
makes sense Mathieu. Borrowing, stealing, responsi- 
mean nothing. Nothing permanent, nothing 
sable, nothing meaningful. must free. this 
radical contingency, preaches: “All do, for 
nothing. might said that robbed the conse- 
quences acts; everything happens though could 
always play strokes again. don’t know what would 
give something irrevocable” (p. 395). 

being philosophy that falls its own weight, 
this book not even good literary form. always 
defect novel the first and last chapters give the 
whole theme plot away. All the intervening matter 
conveniently elided this book. Besides, 
with the obscene and the ugly which form 
Sartre’s chief interest philosopher and artist. Such 
approach, while making money for the author, would 
never endure age which seeks something more than 
literature and sophism philosophy. 

Existentialism essay toward the proof Sartre’s 
thought humanism because sees man being com- 
pletely alone with himself, radically free and isolated from 
bonds. said that “there doctrine more 
optimistic, since man’s destiny within 
(p. 42). Like the wind through hollow cell, which 
Poe writes, Sartre’s mind has only one sound: “If 
are vague, and they are always too broad for the 
concrete and specific case that are considering, the only 
thing left for trust our instincts” (p. 31). 


But Sartre outrunning himself speaking hu- 
manism. His philosophy denies that man can know what 
is; all that can said that is. Likewise, 
Sartre’s system, man becomes nothing existing for nothing. 
How indeed can Sartre speak anything? 


ese two books are not recommended the general 
public. The novel slow-moving, shallow, re- 
The essay dehumanizes rather than recognizes 
man with his truly human nature. There are many other 
opportunities, far more wholesome and stimulat- 
ing than the reading this existentialist nonsense. 


finds it, without preconceived method hypothesis. 
Sartre, effect, begins with the the 
without the object which both thought and 
will take their bearings. The logical result his philos- 
would expected begin with experi- 
when think the matter through, that experi- 
ance itself impossible. 

Vincent Edward Smith, 

Catholic University America, 

Washington, 


Gulovich, Stephen Windows Westward. Rome, 
Russia, Reunion. Declan McMullen. Aug. 28, 
viii, 208p. $2.50. 


The purpose this book twofold (a) explain the 
phases the history the Byzantine-Slavonic 
and (b) emphasize the part can play the 
the orthodox churches with the Holy See. The 


Gulovich 


author begins with brief description the exterior and 
interior Byzantine church, and how its liturgy differs 
from that the Latin then proceeds show 
how and why such variations arose. His interest mainly 
the Antiochene rite, which exerted the greatest influ- 
ence upon the Byzantine-Slavonic. 


The two brothers, Sts. Cyril and Methodius, are naturally 
given special consideration, for was they who were first 
appointed preach the Gospel the Slavic people. 
order facilitate the work conversion they translated 
the liturgy into the language the Moravians who were 
then the most powerful group central Europe. 
account given the attitude the Western Church 
toward such innovation, and how this vernacular 
liturgy spread countries that eventually fell into schism, 
Bulgaria, Jugoslavia, and Russia. 


The second half the book concerned with Russia, 
where the largest number Christians following this 
Slavonic rite were found. successive chapters 
the author discusses the future Russia, the origin 
Christianity that country, Russia’s part the Eastern 
Schism, and the principal doctrinal differences between 
the Russian Orthodox Church and the Catholic Church. 
Since Father Gulovich the chancellor the Ruthenian 
rite the diocese Pittsburgh, devotes special chap- 
ter the history the Ruthenians America. con- 
cludes his book with detailed explanation the principal 
obstacle the reunion the Orthodox Churches with 
Rome. Briefly stated, that submission the Holy 
See will mean the “latinization” the Slavic people and 
the abolition their liturgy, even though the Sovereign 
Pontiffs, both their teaching and practice, have shown 
the falsity such accusation. 


Father Gulovich’s book fills distinct need. For, though 
the Slavonic liturgy followed more than 100 million 
Christians, treated only very sketchily the text- 
books Church history. also very timely: for 
Russia’s place world affairs undeniable, and her atti- 
tude toward Christianity extremely important. Stalin 
surprise move few years ago reestablished the 
patriarchate Moscow, and has been making serious 
efforts win back the Russians foreign countries, who 
formed independent churches result the anti- 
Christian attitude the Revolutionaries the 
present moment emissary the Moscow Patriarch 
touring the United States for this very purpose. 


Attention must called the fact that the Council 
Chalcedon was held 451 and not 431, and was 
the 28th canon this Council that sanctioned the usur- 
pation the Church Constantinople ecclesiastical 
affairs, and not “the canons”, the author affirms 
(p. 44). means certain that St. John Chry- 
sostom “revised the liturgy” (p. 42). While the book 
well-written there are occasional sentences that sound 
amateurish, such “Should these drops from the ocean 
contemporary fact fail convince us... (p. 81). 
The principal criticism, however, that the facts are not 
always well-organized and closely-knit together 
they should be. Thus the fifth chapter devotes eight 
pages the history the Church Russia and repeats 
many the same facts subsequent chapters. The 
logical place for the chapter “Russia and the Future” 
should after his detailed account the Church that 
country and not before it. But these are only minor 
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Hale Stegner Cumberland SELLER 


flaws work that will extremely valuable for semi- 
narians and priests charge study-clubs. 


the end the book gives general bibliography 
the Eastern Churches, and also lists number works 
that are especially appropriate for each the chapters. 
All these works are English and are easily available. 
There also very useful index. 

Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 

Mt. St. Alphonsus, 

Esopus, 


Hale, Garth. This Pounding Wheel. Dutton. 
July 14, 1947. 314p. $3.00. 


This railroading and sex all done Hollywood 
style. novel about the early days the Chesa- 
peake and Ohio Railroad. Clinton Ball has risen from 
dispatcher division superintendent and about 
higher when trips and falls. detected adultery 
with the wife one his own engineers; loses his 
wife and his job and goes back the post dispatcher 
tiny way station. After few good deeds, extraneous 
the plot, few pages philosophical reflection the 
punishment meted out for discovered sins, and resolu- 
tion true himself, Ball finds himself suddenly 
catapulted the top again means most opportune 
wreck. And they lived happily ever after. 


The author has some knowledge railroading, and the 


arrogant rattle the fliers, the far-flung but co- 


ordinated bustle proud organization, the tiny but 
important details railroad’s life—all these are 
clearly depicted. Railroading fascinates almost everyone 
and the glamorized version contained this book prob- 
ably depended hold reader interest. 


There also some fairly good character work; three 
four main characters are particularly well done. Two 
the women are unbelievable, one 
dowager, the other animalistic adulteress. The dowager 
caricature and not funny one; the scenes which 
she appears are painful rather than ridiculous. 


The aggressive sexuality running through this book will 
make disgusting intelligent readers. Aside from this, 
the story the rise and fall and eventual self-reformation 


rather interesting man would have been worth while. 


might even have been willing pass over silence 
the incredibly silly passages about prayer. 


William Hill, S.J., 


University Scranton 


Stegner, Wallace. Second Growth. Houghton, Mif- 
flin. July 240p. $2.75. 


Throughout this vast land ours may found tiny 
hamlets and villages, doomed, were, nature and 
the strict severity their inhabitants, remain little 
tribal backwater, survival”, which does not lead any- 
where. Such static society was Westwick, New Hamp- 
shire, dying village dying state”, where the spell 
isolation was disrupted only the summer visitors 
who flocked its farms and woods. Unlike the villagers 
who lived and died this community, these yearly guests 
were entirely different world and did not belong 
here. Between the two groups stand Mr. Stegner’s char- 


acters, individuals who shared both worlds, yet 


neither. 
One them Helen Barlow, college bred, soon about 
cast the role town schoolteacher. Shy, repressed, 
she experiences unpleasant relationship with femal: 
visitor and finds her way out suicide. Another wa; 
Abe Kaplan, the tailor who lived and worked 
Born Russia, had once been young 
touch tuberculosis led him his new 
where grew into philosopher. Aware the 
dices the villagers, Abe took upon himself 
Ruth, the New York girl, who was shunned for 
reasons the guests the village inn. His 
leads sudden marriage with Ruth suffering the 
bearable difficulties becoming adjusted the 
environment. Lastly there Andy Mount, the local 
who given opportunity get away from Westwic 
receive education. His benefactor the elder 
Dow, famous historian, who frequently regretted 
had discovered the village summer resort 
forty years ago. Overcoming his feeling allegiance 
the community, Andy eventually, although 
reluctantly, departs for school. 
With all its simplicity there remarkable penetration 
this novel social change, the “second growth” 
community. The stories the conflicts between 
characters and their community skillfully 
gently handled. Yet the author never forgets that 
telling story within the framework these case 
and his prose sensitive blend the unhurried atmo 
phere which creates. Mature readers will find valu: 
and pleasure this admirable novel. 

Francis Ullrich, 

Manhattan College, 

New York City 


CRIME CLUB SELECTION 
Cumberland, Marten. Will Find 
Doubleday. July 24, 1947. 239p. $2.00. 


Marten Cumberland, his Commissaire Dax 
novels, has taken the whodunit back the city where 
began with Poe’s Auguste Dupin. Like those other 
respectable French sleuths—Poirot, remember, 
gian, and, for all his brilliance, theatrically 
Mason’s Hanaud and Simenon’s Maigret, Saturnin 
middle-aged, domestic, intuitive, and stolid 
sional rather than romantic amateur. also has: 
Cyranoesque flair for the insult, when aristocrats 
abusive, and sardonic Gallic humor which rings 
authentic. fact, Mr. Cumberland’s greatest triumph 
probably his ability communicate with accuracy 
relish Parisian street scene and conversation piece. 


Dax and his Brigadiers the are concerned thi 
time with finding out who murdered Manette 
whose half-naked body discovered near the Port 
Maillot one raw winter morning. Their 
them into unsavory surroundings: studio orgies, 
night clubs, al. But Dax quite definitely 
side the household gods, the Balzacian backgrouni 
blocked with proper reticence. The gentlemen 
likely find this one more absorbing than the ladies; 
adolescent perusal.is contra-indicated. 

Charles Brady, 

Canisius College, 

Buffalo, New York 
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CRIME CLUB SELECTION 


Kyle, Elisabeth. Mally Lee. Doubleday. July 24, 
1947. 256p. $2.00. 


Miss Kyle has blended Mrs. Radcliffe with the James 
The Passionate Pilgrim produce pleasant little comedy 
national contrasts with few Gothic overtones. Her 
atmosphere unco’ guid; and she manages 
imbue her reconstruction ancient crime with 
flavor family hate and jealousy. The puzzle 
dement curiously naive; fact, without intending 
play tricks, she fixes guilt the most obvious person, thus 
one Dorothy Sayers’ more playful threats. 


Mally Lee, American, returns the Drumbodo her 
inheritance, encounter the hostility her caretaker 
who quite evidently considers the girl interloper. 
Drumbodo has been blighted house for half century 
ever since another Mally Lee was murdered the mill- 
and cloud suspicion still rests upon the now 
late middle-aged head Isabel Lee, sister the mur- 
dered girl, and aunt the American newcomer. This 
Mally reassembles the ancient chain painful 
link painful link, discovering tragedy and romance 
the process. 


Mally Lee falls something short being top-notch because 
its author’s failure make her mind just what 
she wanted do; result her story falls between the 
two stools psychological melodrama and straight mys- 


tery puzzle. 
Charles Brady, 
Canisius College, 
Buffalo, New York 


INDEX THIS VOLUME 


(For index previous issues see June 15th issue, page 65, 
and August Ist issue, page 81) 
Cumberland, Hate Will Find Way, 92. Sept. 
1947. IIb 
Dever, Lasting Home, 89. Sept. 1947. 
The Lightwood Tree, 88. Sept. 1947. 


Kyle Index 


Gulovich, Windows Westward, 91. Sept. 1947. 
Hale, This Pounding Wheel, 92. Sept. 1947. IIb 
Henning, The Heller, 86. Aug. 15, 1947. 
Kyle, Mally Lee, 93. Sept. 1947. Ila 
Laverty, Liffey Lane, 88. Sept. 1947. 
Friends and Lovers, 84. Aug. 15, 1947. 
Manners, Father and the Angels, 85. Aug. 15, 
1947. 
Maugham, Creatures Circumstance, 90. Sept. 
1947. 
Runbeck, Hope Earth, 85. Aug. 15, 1947. IIb 
Sartre, The Age Reason, 90. Sept. 1947. 
Sartre, Existentialism, 90. Sept. 1947. 
Schulberg, The Harder They Fall, 89. Sept. 
1947. 
The Bright Promise, 87. Sept. 1947. 


Spillane, The Jury, 86. Aug. 15, 1947. 

Stegner, Second Growth, 92. Sept. 

Trevor-Roper, The Last Days Hitler, 83. Aug. 
15, 1947. IIb 

Walker, The Lonely Carrot, 90. Sept. 1947. IIb 

Report the Germans, 84. Aug. 15, 
947. Ila 


AVAILABLE COMPLETE SETS 
BEST SELLERS 


All back volumes Best Sellers are now available for 
those who wish complete files. 1-4 have been 
microfilmed and are available separate volumes 
set four. 

Single volume $2.50 


Set Vol. 1-4 $9.00 


minimum thirty days will elapse between order and 
delivery. 


Complete unbound sets Volumes and are still avail- 
able $2.50 per volume. 


Single copies volumes and are still available 
cents per copy. 


y 

ra 


VOLUME THREE 
The Index American Catholic Pamphlets 


PUBLISHED JULY 1946 


these modern times pamphlets have assumed increasing importance teaching 
and apologetics. The three volumes The Index American Catholic Pam- 
phlets supply invaluable aid the location over 3,000 titles. Arranged 
classified form The Index gives author, title, publisher, date publication, pagina- 
tion and price. This sample main entry from Volume Two (1942): 


95. Mass 


PARSCH, PIUS. Study the Mass. Tr. and pre- 
pared for discussion groups the Rev. William 
Busch. Liturgical Press, 1941. 118p. 25c. 
thorough yet popular explanation the Mass 
whole, historically and present, followed detailed 
treatment each part. This the author’s own synopsis 
his larger work, The liturgy the Mass (Herder). 
Popular liturgical library, series no. 


alphabetical index authors, subjects, titles, series and cross references 
vides easy approach the classified section. This sample reproduces brief 
portion the index Volume Two: 


Devotional exercises. See: Litanies; Novenas; 
Prayers; also, names particular devotions, e.g., 
Rosary, Way the Cross; and also, names 
particular persons, e.g., Mary, Blessed Virgin; 
Jude, St., etc. 

Englert. Eastern Catholics, 

Equality women. Hawks, 167 

Erring, devotion for conversion of, 

Eternal heroines. N.C.C.W., 205 

Ethics. See: Conduct Life; Medical Ethics; 
Newspaper Ethics; Sexual Ethics 

EUCHARIST. Main entry, 
Martin. Stations the Cross, 
Wallace. Honey from the rock, 
See also: Benediction the Blessed Sacrament; Com- 

Holy Hour; Mass; Peter Julian Eymard, 
Pius 


separate section devoted pamphlets written for children. 


SCHEDULE PRICES 


The Index American Catholic Pamphlets, $0.50 
The Index American Catholic Pamphlets, 1.25 
The Index American Catholic Pamphlets, 1.25 


Note: The three volume set price $2.75. 


Orders sent with remittance will sent postpaid 


EUGENE WILLGING 
CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY AMERICA 
WASHINGTON 17, 


12, 1947. 
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